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Case 2765 

Phyllodoce Lamarck, 1818 and Polyodontes de Blainville, 1828 
(Annelida, Polychaeta): proposed conservation 

Fredrik Pleijel 

Swedish Museum of Natural History, Box 50007, S-104 05 Stockholm, Sweden 


Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve Phyllodoce Lamarck, 1818 as 
the name for a genus of marine polychaetes. It is threatened by the unused senior 
homonym Phyllodoce Ranzani, 1817, which is also a senior objective synonym of 
Polyodontes de Blainville, 1828. 


1. Ranzani (1817a, p. 109) established a genus Phyllodoce for the single species 
Phyllodoce maxillosa , which belongs to the acoetidae Kinberg, 1858 (previously 
known as polyodontidae Augener, 1918). A description of this genus and species 
was published also by Ranzani (1817b, p. 1456), where he mentioned the previous 
paper. 

2. For a different polychaete, Lamarck (1818, p. 316) established the genus 
Phyllodoce with the single species Phyllodoce laminosa. Lamarck referred the author¬ 
ship to 1 2 3 4 5 Sav. Mss.’, presumably indicating Savigny’s manuscript of Description de 
PEgypte , and subsequent workers have generally referred the authorship to Savigny, 
although no consensus on the year of publication was reached. However, the relevant 
pages (pp. 13,28,42,43,45) were not published until 1822 (see Opinion 1461, BZN 44: 
220) so Lamarck (1818) is the author. Although Lamarck’s description is very brief, 
there are no doubts as to the identity of his species. 

3. Phyllodoce Lamarck, 1818 presently encompasses between 100 and 200 nominal 
species (depending on how the genus is demarcated; see, for example, Pleijel, 1991, in 
press; Ushakov, 1972, p. 124 and Fauchald, 1977, p. 50). Orsted (1843, p. 25) erected 
the family-group name phyllodocidae (as ‘Div. Phyllodoceae’) based on Phyllodoce 
Lamarck, 1818 (but referred by Orsted to Savigny). Both the generic and family names 
are threatened by the senior homonym Phyllodoce Ranzani, 1817. 

4. De Blainville (1828, p. 461) cited Polyodontes , a name derived from a manuscript 
by Renieri, in the synonymy of Phyllodoce maxillosa Ranzani. This has been consis¬ 
tently used since and is available under Article 1 le of the Code, with de Blainville as 
author (see, for example, Fauvel, 1923, p. 96 and Pettibone, 1989, p. 98). A list of nine 
further references has been given to the Commission Secretariat. 

5. Since de Blainville (1828) the generic name Phyllodoce Ranzani, 1817 does not 
appear to have been used as a valid name. This is probably due to uncertainties 
concerning the date of publication of Ranzani’s and Savigny’s works, and Ranzani’s 
name has generally been regarded as a junior rather than a senior homonym. Ranzani’s 
description is fairly detailed and there is a risk that his name may be revived. Since 
this senior homonym is unused strict application of priority would cause undue con¬ 
fusion and instability of nomenclature. It is desirable to retain the commonly used 
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names Phyllodoce Lamarck, 1818, phyllodocidae Orsted, 1843 and Polyodontes de 
Blainville, 1828, and to suppress Phyllodoce Ranzani, 1817. 

6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Phyllodoce Ranzani, 1817, 
and all uses of the name Phyllodoce before the publication of Phyllodoce 
Lamarck, 1818, for the purposes of both the Principle of Priority and the 
Principle of Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the following names: 

(a) Phyllodoce Lamarck, 1818 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy 
Phyllodoce laminosa Lamarck, 1818; 

(b) Polyodontes de Blainville, 1828 (gender: masculine), type species by 
monotypy Phyllodoce maxillosa Ranzani, 1817; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names: 

(a) laminosa Lamarck, 1818, as published in the binomen Phyllodoce laminosa 
(specific name of the type species of Phyllodoce Lamarck, 1818); 

(b) maxillosa Ranzani, 1817, as published in the binomen Phyllodoce maxillosa 
(specific name of the type species of Polyodontes de Blainville, 1828); 

(4) to place on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology the name 
phyllodocidae Orsted, 1843 (type genus Phyllodoce Lamarck, 1818); 

(5) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology 
the name Phyllodoce Ranzani, 1817, as suppressed in (1) above. 

Acknowledgements 

I wish to thank Kristian Fauchald for considerable advice and help in search of 
literature, and Anders Waren for reviewing the manuscript. 


References 

Blainville, H.M.D. de. 1828. Article Vers. Pp. 368-501 in Levrault, F.G., (Ed.), Dictionnaire des 
Sciences naturelles, vol. 57 (VEC-VER). 628 pp. Strasbourg. 

Fauchald, K. 1977. The Polychaete Worms. Definitions and Keys to the Orders, Families and 
Genera. Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, Science Series , 28: 1 1 88. 

Fauvel, P. 1923. Polychetes errantes. Faune de France , 5: 1-488. 

Lamarck, J.B. 1818. Histoire naturelle des animaux sans vertebres , vol. 5. 612 pp. Bailliere, Paris. 

Orsted, A. 1843. Annulatorum danicorum conspectus , fasc. 1 (Maricolae). 52 pp. Wahlianae, 
Copenhagen. 

Pettibone, M.H. 1989. Revision of the aphroditoid polychaetes of the family Acoetidae Kinberg 
( = Polyodontidae Augener) and reestablishment of Acoetes Audouin and Milne-Edwards, 
1832 and Euarche Ehlers, 1887. Smithsonian Contributions to Zoology , 464: 1-138. 

Pleijel, F. 1991. Phylogeny and classification of the Phyllodocidae (Polychaeta). Zoologica 
Scripta. (In press). 

Ranzani, C. 1817a. Descrizione di un animale che appartiene ad un nouvo genere della classe 
degli anellidi. Opuscoli Scientifici, Bologna, 1(2): 105-109, pi. 4. 

Ranzani, C. 1817b. Eumolpe maxima n., neue Sippe der Roth-Wurmer (Anneliden). Isis, oder 
Encyclopadische Zeitung von Oken , 1: 1452-1456. 

Savigny, J.S. 1822. Systeme des Annelides, principalement de celles des cotes de l’Egypte et de la 
Syrie, offrant les caracteres tant distinctifs que naturels des ordres, families et genres, avec la 
description des especes. Pp. 1-128 in Savigny, M.J.L. de (Ed.), Description de VEgypte, 
Histoire Naturelle . Vol. 1, part 3. 128 pp. Paris. 


102 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 48(2) June 1991 


Schweigger, K.F. 1820. Handbuch der Naturgeschichte. 776 pp. Leipzig. 

Ushakov, P.V. 1972. Polvchaeta J. Polychaetes of the sub-order Phyllodociforma of the Polar 
basin and the north-western part of the Pacific. Fauna SSSR, 102: 1-271 (translated from 
Russian by the Israel Program for Scientific Translation, Jerusalem 1974). 


